Minutes of the Parish Plan Action Group
held at Holly House West Lutton on Thursday 22 April 2010 at 7pm

Present:  Andy Macdonald (Chair), Julie Mason, Caroline Bradshaw, Jenny Clarke and Nick Butterworth

1.
Andy welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Nick Butterworth who has recently been appointed Rural Capacity Building Officer for the Leader Project.

2.
Apologies have been received from Martha Kember, Meg Medley and Marie Darby.

3.
Minutes of previous meeting held on 25th February 2010 were approved.

4.
Matters arising from minutes:

a)   Landfill Communities Fund.   Andy has spoken to Tony Crawford, Chair of PCC, regarding the wall of St Mary's Church West Lutton with a view to applying to this fund for possible grant aid.  Tony has now received a full tender from the diocesan architect and it is believed the amount needed will be around £10,000.00.  Tony has put in a bid to the Yorkshire Historic Churches Trust so it has been decided to wait for the result of this application before applying to the Landfill Communities Fund, although Andy has contacted Richard Todd of Todd Waste Management and has been referred to Mondegreen who are the Distributive Environmental Body for the fund.  Andy has confirmed that there are several active landfill sites  which fall within 10 miles of the 4 villages within the parish plan area.  The criteria for each site can be slightly different depending on the Distributive Environmental Body concerned.  Potentially this could be very beneficial in the future.   

b)  Insurance.  As guidance is still required regarding insurance for volunteers working with the Parish Plan Action Group, Nick Butterworth has been asked to research the matter on behalf of the group.

5.
Progress reports on Projects

a)  Planters and Village Signs  - Andy has made an application to the Area Committee of  NYCC and an award has been granted of £430.00.  Volunteers have offered to make the planters for Helperthorpe and East Lutton and Andy will make the planters for West Lutton, with the cost of materials being reimbursed.  Luttons Parish Council have already awarded £70.00 for the plants.  Marie has written an article for inclusion in the Warbler.

b)  Valley website and wildlife friendly gardens  - nothing to report although the website is active and the user group continues to meet.

c) Speed limits and traffic calming - 30mph speed limit for Weaverthorpe has been formally adopted although the signage is still to be erected.  It is believed to be on order.  This is a success for the group although it has taken a whole year to come to fruition.  The Highways department is also proposing to put traffic calming measures in place for Helperthorpe and East Lutton to reduce the average speed of vehicles travelling through them and so qualify for 30mph speed limits.   This is part of the Malton and Norton Service Centre Strategy and the aim is to consult with the public in May over a 4 week period ending with a public exhibition on 21 &22 May 2010.

d)  Notice boards - Caroline has obtained a quote for information boards.  Ron Eady is progressing notice boards on behalf of the parish council.  There has not been any mention of  the location for these boards as yet.

6.
Leader Project

Andy gave a progress report on the Leader project.  It has been decided to put a hold on submitting a bid for the leader funding pending consultation with the 2 new officers recently appointed to assist groups with applications.   Nick Butterworth has been appointed Rural Capacity Building Officer and David Bull has been appointed as Rural Community Heritage Co-ordinator.  Nick expressed his support in principle for our project, noting that East Riding is the Leader co-ordinator and is holding funding.  Nick listed various projects in the area which have already applied for Leader funding and could be linked to our project.  Andy will write to the chairpeople and clerks of the parish councils in the valley inviting them to a meeting to discuss the Leader bid, at Weaverthorpe Village Hall in 4-6 weeks time ie early June.  Andy will also write to other interested bodies such as Natural England, The Vernacular Buildings Group, English Heritage, David Bull and Rural Access Officer, Jane Johnson.   Julie has received various concerns about possible changes to the area from long-standing residents.  This was discussed and everyone agreed that the proposals are not designed to flood the area with tourists but to enhance the rural environment for the benefit of all residents and a small numbers of visitors with specific interests.  There is likely to be some benefit to hospitality operations and farm shops.   Other projects, that would link with our area, have been submitted to Leader by groups outside the valley, for example, Sykes Churches Trail (north) to link with the existing Sykes Churches Trail (south), Wolds Heritage Trail, Cycle Ways within the Wolds and Circular Walks from the Wolds Way.  Similarly these are not considered likely to attract large numbers of visitors.  
7.
Other matters of note

a)  Parish Liaison Meeting  - no meeting until 26 May 2010 .

b)  Malton & Norton Area Partnership  - nothing to report since last meeting 

8.
Accounts

Weaverthorpe Parish Council currently hold the parish plan account account of £659.35p.  It was agreed that a bank account should be opened for the Parish Plan Action Group as we are now applying for grants to progress matters instigated by the parish plan.  Nick will seek advice for the group on the best way forward with this matter.  As a treasurer will now be required, Caroline was proposed by Jenny and seconded by Julie.
9.
Any other business : There was none

10.
Next meeting to be held on 17 June 2010 at 7pm at Holly House.

