What’s in your garden?
Ladybird update - In the April edition Ladybirds were the main focus and, if you’ve been spotting them in your garden why not go to the BBC ‘Breathing places’ site where you can record your sightings. The UK Ladybird survey is just one of a range of surveys you can find at www.bbc.co.uk/breathing places where there is also plenty of information about this months chosen species – frogs.

Like me you will have seen the distinct lack of water flowing through the Gypsy Race but I have still been seeing frogs both in my garden and in the gulleys along the road. This got me thinking about what we might see and how we can help these amphibians to find food and shelter in our own gardens. You might already have a pond or a simple container pond with marsh marigold, yellow flag, hornwort, water violet and frogbit, all frog friendly plants. Even without a pond a wood pile or amphibian home will still provide shelter. 
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Fun for all the family
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The common frog can grow to 9cm and is usually some shade of green or brown though colouration is variable (yellow, pink, red, lime-green, cream, black). Most individuals have irregular dark blotches on the back and a dark ‘mask’ behind the eye; the legs are usually stripy. The croak of the male can be heard up to 50 metres away! Common frogs spend the winter sheltering under rocks, in compost heaps or at the bottom of ponds. They don’t hibernate as such, and may take advantage of milder patches of weather to come out and forage.  





If you’d like to see a real wildlife garden why not visit Harlow Carr in Harrogate for a day of exploring the wildflowers, alpines and wooded areas. It’s their 60th anniversary this year so there is a lot to choose from. With an observation beehive, log maze, bird hides and tractor rides there is plenty to keep children and adults entertained. For more information just go to:


http://www.rhs.org.uk/Gardens/Harlow-Carr








