Minutes of the meeting of Weaverthorpe Parish Council held on Monday 21st March 2011 at 19:45 in Weaverthorpe Village Hall.

Present:

A Milner


M Rowland


T Thomson

G Downes


C Howe


F Shellard (Chair)

J House (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from J Fisher and J Mason.

2. Items to be raised by members of the public.

There were no members of the public present.

3. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th January 2011.

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters arising from the above minutes.

Albert Shepherd: The great niece, Linda Ellis has obtained quotes for the work. She was of the impression that the PC may help with the costs but this is not an option. The council asked the Clerk to tell her she has permission to go ahead, but the cost is hers.

Duggleby Wold Farm: no reply has been  received from the project managers for the wind turbine development. The Clerk will write again requesting the courtesy of a reply.

5. Finance:

Three invoices were presented for payment:

YLCA membership is  £122 for 2011 / 12, an increase of £5 or 4% over last year. Approved for payment.

NYCC Maintenance of Footway Lighting: £107.90. Approved for payment.

NYCC Supply of electricity: £351.14. Approved for payment.

Balances at Bank after theses invoices have been paid are:

Current Account: £1157.59,

Deposit Account £2013.34.

These are the balances at year end. The Council were presented with an up to date set of accounts which will form the year end accounts subject to no further invoices being received up to the end of March.

Yorkshire Internal Audit Services were  approved by the Council to carry out the internal audit, which will commence as soon as possible after the year end.

Changes announced by HMRC no longer allow the Clerk to be self employed and as such, he  now has to be paid via a payroll. There is no alternative.

WPC has either the opportunity to run a payroll itself or use an agency. Failure to comply will result in a fine as will incorrect records. 

As there are costs associated with purchasing a payroll system it would be more advantageous to use an agency. Quotes have been received from three providers:

Autela Office Services £12 per period.

Thirsk Community Care £13.75 per period.

Douglas Tonks £15 per period.

It was agreed to change to the Clerk being paid quarterly, then the current charge if we accept Autela is £48 per year. They also do the registration process which the others do not carry out. The Council approved the contract for payroll to be carried out by Autela, subject to everything being acceptable.

The Chair will cancel the current Standing Order for monthly payment. Once established the payroll provider will inform the Council of amount to be paid quarterly.

Risk Management Policy.  A risk management policy which was a requirement highlighted by the Internal Audit last year was presented by the Clerk and adopted by the Council It will be reviewed on an annual basis. Additionally the clerk agreed draw up an inventory of Parish Council Property.

6. Correspondence

NYCC have written to inform of increases to power supply costs and maintenance costs (5.65% and 5.29% respectively). Power supply has a change of provider as the existing provider wanted to increase charges by 10.6%.

The Council approved the increases and decided to stay with NYCC as providers for these services.

NYCC have informed the Council of changes  to passenger transport  as a result of budget restraints. None of the changes affect Weaverthorpe or surrounding areas.

NALC have advised that there will be no increases in Parish Clerk’s Salary Scales for 2011/12.

Notice of Local Govt Elections and Referendum on Voting System. Notices will go on Notice Board on 25th March 2011. Nominations close on 4th April. The clerk was asked to supply Nomination Forms to all existing councillors.

RDC have communicated on the following: 

Community Right to Buy: assets of community value can be nominated for listing, giving the community the time to raise funds to buys assets, such as the Star.

Community Right to Challenge, under which Parish Councils can challenge to take over the running of public services.

These changes are proposed as part of the Government’s Bid Society initiatives.

Reduced opening hours for  recycling centres from NYCC, consultation closed.

Green Neighbourhood Challenge. For organisation like YCW, schools, cubs, guides etc. It was agreed that this should be forwarded to the Valley website for publication.

QE 11 Playing Fields Challenge. No further action as Weaverthorpe does not have a playing field.

NYCC have, following consultation published a Parish Charter.  When the consultation took place the Council did respond asking how it would add value.  The Council noted the Charter.

Safer Ryedale statistics had been received from Safer Ryedale, showing an increase in crimes in January and February.

7.   Planning:

Newholme: official notification of new gateway  / entrance approval, has been received.

Dale Farm: Dwelling approved.

Notification from the Planning Inspectorate of dismissal of the appeal by Rarey Farm for erection of a swimming pool building.

A sub group of the Council met on 23rd February and raised no objections to the erection of three dwellings on land to the north of Meadowside, Ropery Lane.

8. Police Business

There was no police business to report.

It was noted that the 30 mph speed limit is not being adhered to and the Clerk was requested to contact NY Police to request some monitoring to be carried out.

9. Parish Plan update

The Chair welcomed Andy Macdonald, Chair of the Wolds Valley Parish Plan Group.

Andy reported on two areas that are in the Parish Plan, The Norton and Malton Transportation Strategy and  the LEADER bid for the valley.

The Transportation Strategy has two areas of interest for the valley, the speed reductions in East Lutton and Helperthorpe and the reinstatement of the footpath along the valley.

The footpath work includes returning the paths to their former widths and making good the asphalt surfaces where necessary.

A robust support of the footpath restoration from Weaverthorpe Parish Council will help to ensure the work gets carried out and will help the residents of the village. The Clerk was asked to produce a letter in response to the consultation document. The relevant points to be made include the importance of a safe access to Butterwick from Weaverthorpe. Butterwick being the only shop available in the valley now. The requirement to have the footpath wide enough for disabled access, pushchairs and bicycles to all enable all a safe passage along the valley. Additionally the restoration of the footpath between Helperthorpe and Weaverthorpe will benefit those who use that thoroughfare as a means of getting children to school as well as for recreational purposes.  

The second aspect of Andy’s report was the LEADER bid for information boards to be placed in most villages along the valley from Wharram to Bainton. 

The LEADER scheme is aimed at driving economic value and countering rural depravation and this initiative will help the valley to maximise the information available for visitors to the valley. 

The first phase will be from Wharram to Foxholes. The boards will contain details of Geology of the village, Archaeology, Buildings, Wildlife and Flora / Fauna. The design of the boards is currently being investigated and further details will be provided once they are available. The bid will be submitted in the next 3 to 4  months.

At this point the Parish Plan group are seeking support in principle from the Parish Council. This support was given.

10. Any Other Business:

Following complaints from residents the Clerk contacted Accent regarding the land behind Rarey Farm in October 2010. Concerns were expressed about the land being used for riding of motorcycles, by persons who were not of a legitimate age, safety violations resulting from these activities and the mixing of small children in a situation where motor vehicles were being used in an uninsured environment. NY Police were also alerted to the situation.

Accent said they were taking legal advice.

In February the situation was elevated when the Fire and Rescue Service had to be called to an out of control fire on the land which was producing thick smoke and explosions. This followed a day of activity on the site where motorcycles had been used as stated earlier.

The Clerk contacted Accent again and they replied that they thought the situation had resolved itself. They were still seeking legal advice. 

The Clerk was requested by the Council to write to Accent, and copy the correspondence to Yorkshire Housing and NY police, with a view to limiting access to the land to remove a potential serious hazard to those who are illegally using the land.

The meeting closed at 21:00.

The date of the next meeting, which is the AGM, is 16th May 2011.
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