LUTTONS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING 

Held at Weaverthorpe Village Hall on 19 July 2011 at 7.00pm
	Present:
	

	Christine Carpenter

Jenny Clarke

Tony Crawford

Rod Eady


	Stephanie Fidell

Joe Lacy

Andy Macdonald

John Wane


	Apologies:
	None


	Item
	
	Action 

	1.
	Vacancy for Parish Councillor
Having advertised the vacancy no election has been requested therefore Democratic Services has given clearance for co-option.  Suggestions for possible Councillors should be sent to the Clerk.
	All

	2.
	Notification of Registrable Interests
These had now been completed.
	

	3.
	Declaration of interests relating to the agenda
SF declared an interest under Item 9 relating to the withdrawal of the mobile library.
	

	4.
	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 28 May 2011
JC proposed that these be accepted as a true and accurate record and JL seconded the proposal.  The Council accepted the minutes.
	

	5.
	Matters arising not on the agenda
i)  A recent press item had reported that bids made under the Malton and Norton Service Centre Transportation Strategy had been approved.  This is incorrect as we have been informed by Highways that the two bids for our area have yet to be put forward for approval. R Marr of Highways is very optimistic that both bids will be successful and is anxious to progress the remedial works for footpaths between villages.

ii)   Training for councillors was available ranging from general training for parish councillors to practical skills for chairing meetings and for the clerk.  Councillors should contact the Clerk for additional detail and to arrange places on these courses.
	All

	6.
	Feedback from the Annual Parish Council
TC thanked everyone concerned on the day.  He reported that the Acting Head Teacher and a teacher had been available to show people around the school during the Meeting.  There was a lot of interest shown by those attending.  

JW said that the Parish Council is required to carry out certain duties, but that should not preclude other community members becoming involved.  The Council agreed that other bodies or individuals would be invited to work together in partnership.  The list of items compiled from the Parish Meeting would be made available to everyone via notice boards, websites and letters to other community bodies, with a covering notice of intent and invitation for involvement.  The Parish Council would either action or facilitate action by others as appropriate. SF queried how the list would be funded and it was agreed that the Parish Council would need to fund some items from its budgets, but fundraising and self funding would be encouraged.

The Council agreed that the open day format had been successful and it would continue to use this approach in following years.

The Clerk reported that it had cost £36 to hire the school hall for the day and asked that any other expenses be reclaimed by presentation of receipts to him.
	Clerk

All

	7.
	Parish Council’s Priority for future years
Given the feedback from the Open Day a discussion took place over the Council’s priorities for future years.

i)   The Council agreed that, given concerns over surface water and possible flooding, Gypsey Race and associated drainage was a priority. AM reported that he had contacted the Area Highways Manager and that all the gullies in West Lutton had been flushed in order to establish where the outfalls were.  Any cleaning of Gypsey Race would need to include culverts and this would require property owners’ permission.  The areas that Gypsey Race covers outside the villages is the landowners’ responsibility. Given the cost, ownership and responsibility issues relating to this work, the Council agreed that a formal proposal should be worked up by the Clerk for presentation at the next meeting.
RE said that at one time there had been outside funds available for all villages to work together and clear the Race.  Given the shortage of information relating to the Luttons Parish Council it was agreed that the Clerk should contact Weaverthorpe to see if they held any records on this.

ii)   The Council agreed that grass cutting was one of its priority areas.  NYCC has allocated £2,762.95 for grass cutting this year which will be paid to the Parish Council in September.  Upon request NYCC had provided a plan from which the annual cost for grass cutting was calculated.  Furthermore, Ryedale Street Scene were responsible for cleaning any gutter against a kerbstone.  The Clerk will try to build up this information so that any future contracts can be monitored and amended as required.

iii)  The Council agreed that community use of the school hall should be a priority as it had received a lot of comment at the Open Day.  The Council would also like to be able to meet within the Parish to carry out its business thus making itself more accessible to the electorate.  The Clerk pointed out that the hall had originally been built by the community and had been handed over to NYCC when the maintenance burden had become too much.  Unfortunately there was no toilet and no ‘domestic’ kitchen in the complex.  The Clerk had met the Acting Head Teacher to explore whether there could be an arrangement between the school and community for use of the hall.  The discussion had gone well and the Acting Head Teacher would provide the Clerk with the name of the person at NYCC that could take this further.  It was felt that a joint proposal for an external grant might be possible that would allow community use, provide a toilet and kitchen facility and deal with some maintenance problems.  The Council agreed that the Clerk pursue discussions with the school and NYCC and put together a proposal for further discussion.  TC asked that the school playing field be included in the negotiations as this would be a useful venue for village sports and perhaps provide an area for a playground.  The Council agreed this.
iv) The Council agreed to the compilation of an Asset Register, including a plan, as this is required for accounting and maintenance purposes and would inform budgetary planning.

v) Footpaths between villages.  This was seen as a priority following feedback from the Open Day and because of the difficulties of those pushing pushchairs and wheelchairs between the villages.  It is hoped this will be covered by the bids (see 5i above).

vi)   The Council agreed to a small amount of money being ring-fenced from within the precept for the upkeep of both the Churchyards.  It was felt that the churches environments were important to all those living in the villages whether they attended church or not. TC agreed to identify what formal responsibilities the Parish Council has in this matter.
vii)   Additional Items discussed were the flowerbeds, and road sign and sign post cleaning.  The Parish Council agreed that community help would be sought.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

TC

Clerk

	8.
	Correspondence

A discussion took place over how the correspondence should be shared with Councillors.  The Parish Council agreed that items of correspondence would be listed on their agendas and that Councillors would make contact with the Clerk if they wished to read them before the meeting.  Items received after the agenda is distributed would be tabled at the meeting by the Clerk.

i)   Bus contracts and home to school contracts (including the post box).
A long discussion, facilitated by Val Crane who had supplied the Council with much information, took place over the post bus service.  Additional information was made available by members of the public attending the meeting.  The Parish Council were very concerned by the impact of any withdrawal of the service, particularly on the more vulnerable members of the community.  Some Councillors felt that the withdrawal and charging for school buses was penalising parent choice for those who live in rural areas.  The Council agreed to a small subgroup forming that would involve other parish councils along the valley and put together a draft response to NYCC.  
The Clerk would attempt to agree an extension to the consultation deadline in order to allow time to bring all interested parties together.

ii) Withdrawal of the mobile library

This service is to cease on 16 September.  The Council were not aware of any alternatives for the future, although it was suggested a super-mobile may call at Sherburn and/or Weaverthorpe.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to seek clarification and request information on the consultation procedure.
iii) Post box

A letter had been received from the Post Office asking if there is a preferred site for the post box in West Lutton.  A member of the public reminded the Council that any change to the post box would result in a change to the route of the post bus.  The Council agreed that the post box should remain where it is. The Clerk would notify the Post Office accordingly.

iv)   Financial constraints of the Highways Service

The letter set out the approach for a ‘narrower service’.  The Council noted the content of the letter.

v)   Reduced opening hours of recycling   centres. The Council noted the content of the letter.

vi) Crime statistics. The report showed that in May there had been 2 thefts and handling charges and 1 Road Traffic Collision.  In June there had been 3 theft and handling charges, 2 violence against persons and 15 Road Traffic Collisions.  The Council noted the content of the letter.

vii) Civil parking enforcement.  Ryedale was considering implementing this throughout its area.  The Council noted the content of the letter.
viii) New Homes Bonus. To be paid by central government for each new house built, with 80% of the payment being made to county councils and 20% to district councils. A recommendation had been made by the National Association of Local Councils that 5% of any money paid out be given to Town or Parish Councils.  The Council agreed to support the Association’s recommendation.
ix)   Renewable energy showcase.  The Council agreed to the information being placed on the website so that all parishioners can attend if they wish.

x)  Letter from Mrs Pickering (18 July 2011).  The letter (not the attachment) was read out. The Council felt that the matter had been dealt with at the meeting on 22 March 2011.  The content of Mrs Pickering’s letter was noted.

xi) Broadband Project. Rural Action Yorkshire is seeking information on reliability and speed of broadband in the area.  It was agreed that additional information be sought.
xii) Emergency Planning Event – 27 Sept. The Council agreed that the Clerk would attend the event and will e-mail details to other Councillors who may wish to attend.

xiii) Letter from Councillor Haigh. Councillor Haigh was standing down as District Councillor and a bi-election would be held.  The Council noted the content of the letter.
xiiii) Licensing of new priest-in-charge.  It was reported that the new priest had been licensed.  The Council agreed that a welcome letter be sent in which Rev Bowden would be encouraged to enter discussions with the Parish Council.
	Clerk/

All

SF

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	10.
	Planning Applications
Councillors agreed that the circulation process was working well.

i)   Recent determinations

· Pig finishing house, Jubilee Farm – approved with a condition that an odour management plan be submitted 

ii)   New consultations

· Slurry storage bag, Slack farm – no comments from Parish Council

· Sub-division of existing dwelling, Jubilee Cottage – no comments from Parish Council
	

	11.
	Finance
i) Annual Return.  The Annual Return had been posted on notice-boards. Verbal feedback from the external auditor was that the return had passed scrutiny, but the use of the reserve was queried. The auditor was happy with a plan to reduce this to £2,500. 
ii)  Tree surgery in Helperthorpe.  The work had been awarded to Bayes Tree Surgeons in the sum of £480.  A prompt start date for the work would be sought.
iii) VAT Recovery.  £862.73 had been reclaimed.

iv)  St Mary’s church wall. The work has been completed and the Parish Council has contributed £1,000 as approved by the last Parish Council.

v) Funding level. £5,834 remains. 
	Clerk



	12.
	Any Other Business

i) Sale of vehicles from village green. Parishioners are unhappy with this activity starting up again.  Previously support had been given by the police regarding the towing away of such vehicles and more information on this would be sought and circulated to Councillors.  As an initial measure the Parish Council agreed to write to those concerned.
ii) Potholes in Haverdale Road.  Deep potholes require attention.  SF agreed to enter the request on the NYCC website.  Long Hill is also a problem and a second request would be entered.
iii) Bonfire.  A parishioner queried whether information on the H&S requirements for a bonfire were to be put in the Warbler.  The Chair informed the meeting that the bonfire decision had been displayed and discussed at the Parish Meeting.  Nothing had changed the Parish Council’s view on the unacceptability of the liabilities.
	Clerk

SF



	13.
	Date, time of next meeting

20 September 2011
RE recorded his apologies for that meeting.
	


