LUTTONS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 

Held at Weaverthorpe Village Hall on 20 September 2011 at 7.00pm
	Present:
	
	Apologies:

	Christine Carpenter

Jenny Clarke

Stephanie Fidel
	Joe Lacy

Andy Macdonald

John Wane
	Rod Eady
Tony Crawford




	Item
	
	Action 

	1.
	Declaration of interests relating to the agenda

SF declared an interest under Item 4 relating to library services and AM declared an interest in item 5 relating to the heritage trail.
	

	2.
	Death of Mavis Standaloft

The death of Mavis Standaloft was reported.  She had been a stalwart member of the community for 27 years, truly exemplifying community spirit in all that she did – not least acting as Church Warden, fund raising, and supporting friends and neighbours.  Mavis will be sadly missed.  The Council sent its condolences to her family.
	

	3.
	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 19 July 2011

JC proposed that these be accepted as a true and accurate record and JL seconded the proposal.  The Council accepted the minutes.
	

	4.
	Matters arising not on the agenda

i) Co-option - Councillors were reminded that the vacancy for a Councillor required filling and a co-option was being sought. 

ii) Malton & Norton Service Centre Transportation Strategy bids – no further information at this time.
iii) Annual parish meeting – list not yet published 

iv) Clearance of Gypsey Race – Agreement to proceed received from Highways and Environment Agency. A discussion over flooding in West Lutton took place.  Recommendations over possible contractors to clear Gypsey Race to be sent to AM.  Grass cutting contractor to be contacted.

v) Community use of school hall – AM reported there was still no information on the history of the school hall, the former Youth Hall, following the letter to Audrey Corbett requesting any information which she might have from her time as Clerk and Chair to the Parish Council.  School have registered their interest in the proposal and a contact name in NYCC has been provided to AM.

vi) Parish Archives – an appeal has been placed in the Warbler, but no information has been made available.  There is very little in the way of Parish Council statutory records; minute books only go back to 2002 and the ledger to 1981 and there are no maps, specifications, correspondence, records or asset registers.  This makes the work of the present council more difficult as they are starting from scratch each time. The Council agreed to send another letter to the previous Chair of the Parish Council and to any previous Councillors who could be traced.
vii) Asset register – Ongoing

viii) Listing of correspondence – implemented

ix) Postbus – the meeting of the 7 Parish Councils had been held on 2 August 2011 and an agreed letter had been sent to NYCC on 10 August 2011.  It had been acknowledged on 11 Aug as per NYCC’s policy.  As no further information had been forthcoming, a letter had been sent via Ron Haigh to the District Councillor nominated for transport (Metcalfe).  Richard Wilson, from Settrington, had forwarded a letter from Royal Mail on the topic - AM quoted “Royal Mail is undergoing huge transformational change to modernise its services and remain competitive.  The decision has been made to concentrate on our core postal services and whilst customer revenues do contribute towards the running costs of this service, they do not cover the total cost.   To continue to operate the post bus service we would also need to consider the cost of future investment in vehicles required for the service over the period of any future contract.”  The Council thanked Val Crane for all her hard work on the matter.  The Council agreed to press Mr Metcalfe so that there was some clarity on the matter as there seemed to be some confusion over which organisation was proposing the changes.  Discussion with other agencies might be beneficial (eg Education Transport) and re-routing/re-scheduling could be explored with NYCC. The Council further agreed not to involve the press at this stage.
x) New homes bonus – The Luttons Parish will not benefit from this funding under the proposed rules.

xi) Library supermobile – There was a proposal for this to stop at Weaverthorpe every 2 weeks for 2 hours.

xii) Post box – This matter was now completed and the file closed.
xiii) Broadband project – Rural Action Group were in the early stages of this project and more would be known later.

xiv) Emergency Planning Training – the Clerk and JC were attending the training on 26 September.

xv) Letter to A Bowden – the Clerk to write on behalf of the Parish Council

xvi) Parking on Helperthorpe Green – Ownership has been clarified, and as the green belongs to Highways it is not appropriate for the Parish Council to take any action.

xvii) Potholes in Haverdale Road – These had been reported to Highways and were now filled. 
	Clerk

Clerk



	5.

	Correspondence
i) Heritage trail – after discussion the Parish Council agreed to support the scheme.  Full documentation regarding the planning permission submission would arrive later.
ii)NYCC Minerals and waste development framework - The Council noted the content of the letter.
iii) Polling District Review - The Council noted the content of the letter.
iv) Changes to recycling waste arrangements – the changes were noted by the Parish Council.
v) Winter Maintenance – The Parish Council agreed not to follow this up as it appeared to relate to large towns.  Whilst a snow plough could not clear Back Lane due to the road humps, the Clerk agreed to follow up the decision of the previous parish council to pay for and fill a salt bin on the corner of Back Lane.  
NYCC had published a ‘Snow Code’.  This would be brought to parishioners’ attention at the start of the winter.
vi) Facilities review –The form had been completed and returned. The Council noted the content.
vii) Crime statistics. In both July and August there had been 1 theft.  The Council noted the data.
	Clerk

Clerk

	6.
	Planning Applications

i)   Recent determinations 

· Slurry storage bag proposal had received approval 

· Sub-division of an existing dwelling had received approval
ii)   New consultations
· Erection of wind turbine at Spaniel Farm.  The Council had agreed to raise concerns over the size of the turbine and the impact on the surrounding countryside; a letter had been sent. 
iii) Further representations - Concerned by the growing number of proposals regarding wind generation the Council agreed to involve Councillor Legard. 
	

	7.
	Finance
i) External audit – Now complete and signed off.

ii) Accounts – Income to date £1,437, expenditure to date £2,072, cash at bank £5,475  (invoice for tree surgery awaited).   Funds anticipated at month end £8,333. 
iii) Anticipated expenditure – Clearance of Gypsey race, mower for St Mary’s Church, salt bin and salt for Back Lane, Jubilee year.
iv) Seats, railings and other parish assets – it was agreed that a specification for maintenance of these items be drawn up and tendered.
v) Budget and precept 2012/13 – to be presented and discussed at the next meeting. 
	Clerk

Clerk

	8.
	Any Other Business
JW reminded the meeting that the Parish Council needed to recruit a Clerk, at which time it would become a paid position.  The Council agreed to discuss this at the next meeting.
	


Date of next meeting – 15 November 2011 at 7pm
