Minutes of the Meeting of Weaverthorpe Parish Council, held on 26th September  2011 at 19:45 in Weaverthorpe Village Hall

Present: 
F Shellard (Chair)

J Fisher 

A Milner 


M Rowland


G Downes

J Mason


C Howe


T Thomson

J House (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence

There were no apologies for absence.

2. Items to be raised by members of the public

There were no members of the public present.

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th July 2011

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair as an accurate record of the meeting.

4. Matters arising

No progress has been made on identifying a community project to put forward to the Duggleby Wold Wind Turbine project. The village hall committee is in process of looking at this.

Emergency Planning Training was raised under AOB, and since then an invite has been received to an event on 28th September. The village will be represented by C Howe and N Harrison (YCWA).

5. Finances
The following invoices  were approved by the Council:

Mazars account for the external audit - £144:00

HMRC – Tax deducted from Clerks salary - £49.80

NYCC for the bulk clean and replacement of lamps to all the street lights - £564:60

Painting of Railings around Village Green - £197:04

The Remittance Advice from RDC for £2000 for balance of precept has been received and is in the bank account.

Balances before the above payments were made are:

Current account 
£4475:95

Reserve Account 
£2013:84

Total in Bank 
£6489:79

The external audit has been carried out with no comments made by the auditor. The necessary paperwork was displayed on the notice board to allow the public to inspect the accounts and audit, but no one took up that offer.

The budget has been updated and was presented for the council to consider as the Precept request will be considered at the next meeting in November.

5. Correspondence

A letter from RDC on a Polling Stations Review. This is a review of the suitability of the Polling Stations with particular regard to accessibility and facilities. Any changes will be the subject of a separate consultation. It was considered that our current Polling Station satisfied the requirements and as such there was no need to reply.

Changes are taking place to kerbside recycling  commencing in September 2011,   the main changes being the addition of collection of cardboard and plastic bottles. Details are on the Village notice board and the valley website.

A letter from Luttons Parish Council convening a meeting about the Post Bus was previously circulated to all Councillors. Several members of Weaverthorpe Parish Council attended that meeting, at which assurances were received from NYCC that if the Post Bus contract was not renewed, then NYCC had a responsibility to provide an alternative service. A letter was subsequently sent to NYCC. No response has been received by NYCC but it was noted that  Royal mail had written to some local councillors detailing their responsibilities and difficulties in providing the service.

An invitation has been received from the Royal Horticultural Society to join the “Britain in Bloom” campaign. The Council noted the benefits and thought the best way to take this forward was to ask the participants of the Weaverthorpe Open Gardens if they thought there was any way this could be taken forward.

Ryedale District Council have sent an update on progress of the  Draft Ryedale Plan which explains that due to the national planning changes, the Ryedale plan has been delayed and there are no dates agreed at present, for the issue of the Plan.

The draft Site Selection Methodology which is  a tool to objectively assess sites submitted to the Council to enable informed choices to be made on the selection of sites is being consulted on. No input was deemed to be necessary.

The bi-annual Survey of Village facilities which was requested by RDC, has been completed and submitted.

npower, have, during the last two months agree to write off the amount that was disputed. Despite that decision by npower, automated correspondence continues to be received and the Clerk has written to them to ask them to stop the correspondence as replying to it is a waste of the taxpayers money in terms of  time and postage.

The Council noted that the next meeting of the YLCA Ryedale Branch is to be held at Ryedale House on 4th October 2011 at 19:00. 

A letter has been received from the Boundary Commission for England on consultation on the proposed boundary changes. The Malton constituency, of which Weaverthorpe is a part, is being altered but this should not have an impact on the voters here. The letter will be placed on the web site and on the Notice Board for those who are interested, to enable then to find more information.

NYCC have written about voluntary groups being formed to carry out snow clearance in periods of severe weather. Training is available from NYCC. The Council felt at this time it was not appropriate but would review if necessary.

A snow code produced by central government containing advice for householders on clearing snow outside their premises was posted on the notice board last winter and will be placed there again later in the year.

The Safer Ryedale statistics  for July & August were noted which generally showed a decrease in crime.

Correspondence has been received from Head of Libraries at NYCC on the Supermobile which will visit Weaverthorpe on alternate Mondays for two hours in the morning, location opposite the Village Hall. This is due to start in October. This information has been put in the Warbler and on the website and it will be updated when the exact times are available from NYCC.

7. Planning

The planning application  for Vellco for a new building has been approved.

A reply to NYCC regarding the application by the school for the retention of the MPH unit has been sent, with no objections by the Council.

Notification from the Parish Plan Action Group, to say they are applying for planning permission for the information board which will go outside the Blue Bell, has been received. The next step will be a formal planning application from RDC.

The Clerk has written to the project managers for the Spaniel Farm turbine asking for a community grant to be considered if the application is approved, no reply has been received.

A letter was also sent to the owner of the Dale Farm plot in July about the reinstatement of the War Memorial site and no reply has been received. On advice from our contractor, some of the turf is now healthy and the remainder is slowly recovering, so the matter is now closed.

Carvills Quarry: RDC are aware of what is happening at that site and have been in contact with the owner of the land. RDC are closely monitoring the situation.

The council discussed the recent flyer from Accent regarding the land behind Rarey Farm. It was noted that the flyer was delivered to all households but contact with the Parish Council had not taken place. The Clerk was asked to write to Accent with concerns regarding lack of contact,  the access, utlities, positioning and maintenance of the common areas 

8. Police Business

C Howe reported that he had attended a recent CAP meeting in Ganton. The main subject of the meeting was speeding on the A64.

9. Parish Plan 

J Mason reported that no meeting had taken place. The next meeting will take place during  October

10. Any other business

G Downes asked if anything could be done about the pot holes in the road between the village and Sherburn which seem to have been overlooked in all the patching work that has taken place. The Clerk will contact NYCC Highways department.

The meeting concluded at 20.35.

The next meeting will be held on 21st November 2011.
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