Lighting the fourth candle:

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your light has shone in our darkened world
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;
grant that we who have seen your glory
may daily be renewed in your image
and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,
who is the Lord and Saviour of all.
Blessed be God for ever.
The Collect

O God our redeemer,
who didst prepare the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of thy Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our Saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he shall come again to be our judge;
who liveth and reigneth with thee
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.


Amen.

The Advent of the Messiah

Where are we expecting him to arrive?

If a relative is travelling to you from a distant place and you have to meet them there are lots of questions you have to ask in order that you do not miss them… but one of the most important questions is, “Where will you be arriving?” It is no good arriving at York Station in plenty of time to greet them only to get a disgruntled phone call from them asking why you are not anywhere to be seen at Leeds Bradford Airport!

Advent is very much like this, watching and waiting for the arrival of a very important person. People were waiting for hundreds of years for the arrival of this Messiah and they were worried they would be in the wrong place when he arrived. They knew, from the prophets that this Messiah would be called, Emmanuel, which means God with us, so perhaps the dwelling place of God would be a vital clue as to the location of at which this Messiah would arrive?
During the time of the Patriarchs, as they prepared for the coming of the Messiah, the dwelling place for God (as we heard in the first reading from 2 Samuel 7.1-11) was the Ark of the Covenant in the Tent of Meeting. Perhaps their Messiah was going to arrive in the desert as a voice crying out in the wilderness?

During the time of the Prophets, as they prepared for the coming of the Messiah, the dwelling place for God was in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. Perhaps their Messiah was going to arrive in Jerusalem as a King riding on a donkey?

During the time of John the Baptist, as he prepared people for the coming of the Messiah, John insisted that God was already among them and the only way they were going to see their Messiah was if their hearts were ready.
As we watch and wait for the coming of the Messiah, where will he arrive? Do we need to be like those monks who went out into the desert to find him? Do we need to be terribly religious and find him in our holiest of holy buildings? Do we need to improve our lives, become more holy before we are worthy to meet him?

All these are very worthy things to do and no doubt you may well find the Messiah in any or all of these places. However, the most important clue to the actual destination of the Messiah is found in the fourth Sunday of Advent and with Mary. We are so familiar with today’s gospel reading with the Archangel  Gabriel’s appearance to Mary and along with countless school nativity plays I am sure we could all recite this dialogue word for word. However, in these familiar words are hidden the most amazing truth, for we are told the exact location for the arrival of the Messiah! So where is that? WITHIN HER! Before the Messiah came into the world, the Messiah was within Mary’s womb.
(I know there is still a huge debate about whether women should be bishops, be given that much responsibility in the church because Jesus chose 12 men to be disciples. I have never heard anyone use the counter argument that before those twelve, God chose a young woman to be the place where he would dwell!)

